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JUVENILE 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Grosset & Dunlap 


Duenewald, Doris 
$1.00 


LET'S PLAY STORE 


Another toy-book with a brief text describing a shopping tour, three ingenious 
animated pop-ups of the stores visited by Amy, Peter and their parents, some uninteresting 
illustrations in full color, and a section of punch-out playthings. This ambitious assem- 
blage will undoubtedly impress customers shopping for the paper doll set as 4 tremendous 
bargain, so stock your shelves. Bound in light board with a plastic spiral binding. Mer- 
chandise values - but- warning! - perishable, so protect your stock from prying fingers. 
Animations by A. Schenk. (Publ.) 


Grosset & Dunlap 


Zaffo, George F. 
$1.00 


THE BIG BOOK OF REAL FIRE ENGINES 


Circus-postery four color illustrations of fire engines to delight small boys who 
like them big and noisy. The flashy, full page drawings have a running text at the bottom 
describing each piece of apparatus, fire house procedure in answering alarms and some fire 
hazards in the home. It is too bad that the text is much too intricate and technical for 
the picture book age, but a glimpse of the fire engines gleaming in red magnificence will 
magnetize both the young train and fire-engine lover on the spot. Author illustrated. 
Board binding. (2/1) 


Milhous, Katherine Scribner 
THE EGG TREE $2.00 
This happy tale of Katy.and Carl and their cousins and the wonderful Easter on 
Grandmom's Pennsylvania farm is enlivened by bright four colored illustrations and black 
and white decorations as spontaneous and colorful as a sunburst. The story is simple and 
charming involving an egg hunt, a discovery in an attic and a wonderful Egg Tree with color- 


ed Easter eggs hanging from the branches. “Pennsylvania Dutch” locale. Cloth binding and 


an attractive format should make this a good display item for Easter sales. (3/13) 
Weisgard, Leonard Scribner 
WHO DREAMS OF CHEESE? $2.00 


* This famous author-illustrator has again produced a bit of breath-taking fantasy 
that in its hypnotic, dream-like quality will charm children and parents alike. This is a 
book of dreams-singing, flying dreams of the birds, sly, busy dreams of the fox, floating, 
spinning dreams of the fish, and all sorts of "noisy dreams, quiet dreams, dark dreams and 
light dreams, color dreams and gray dreams". The text flows in a soft, sleepy rhythm touch- 
ing dreams of animals and children and even the cheese dreams of mice. The full page il- 
lustrations in color and brown and sepia have caught the misty and enchanted world of child- 
ren's dreams. Cloth bound, and charmingly designed, this is a stunning book. The riddle 
ryt 0) the text and the answers found in pictures will hold the child spellbound. 
2/20/50 
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Learnard, Rachel Simon & Schuster 
Provensen,A.- Jllus. FUNNY BUNNY $1.00 


* Of all the splashy, shiny Easter books that Simon & Schuster has published, this 
Big Golden Book is certainly the most spectacular and successful. Funny Bunny, who was a 
funny bunny because he had no tail, capers through the woods by his animal friends with ae 
plan - “and he had to hurry to see if it would work” insists the text on each page. F. B. 
does secure his tail in the rollicking story with a catchy, jolly rhythm. The four-color, 
full page illustrations are a joy, with rich brilliant colors, handsome design and a parade 
of amusing and delightful animal characters. All this and a pop-up in the front. Golden- 
craft "cloth" binding. This is bound to be a best seller for Easter. (Publ.) 


Werner, Jane-told by Simon & Schuster 
TINY MOVIE STORIES $1.00 


Another in the7iny Library series, this time adaptations of the Disney version of 
several fairy tales and Disney's own characters. The illustrations, featuring the familiar 
cartoon animals, are adapted from the Disney Studio drawings by Campbell’Grant. The stor- 
ies are simply more of Disney retold to expand one incident from a film. The illustrations 
are bright but still very hard on young eyes. However, this novelty should intrigue cus- 
tomers magnetized by the mighty stamp of Disney. (Publ.) 


CLASSICS - REPRINTS - INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS 

Little Golden Books Simon & Schuster 
Each $.25 

THE COLOR KITTENS - illus. by Alice and Martin Provensen 

Duplaix, George THE BIG BROWN BEAR- illus. by Gustaf Tenggren 

Jackson, K. & B. DUCK AND HIS FRIENDS-illus. by Richard Scarry 

*Jackson, K. & B. - THE LITTLE TRAPPER -illus. by Gustaf Tenggren 

McHugh, Gslolo BABY'S HOUSE -illus. by Mary Blair 

Miryam THE HAPPY MAN AND HIS DUMP TRUCK - illus. by Tibor Gergely 


*Brown, Margaret Wise 


Still the best for this money, the latest group of /ittle Golden Books offer gay 
four color illustrations by well-known artists as well as superior texts. The starred ti- 
tles are especially recommended for delightful story and quality of illustration. (Publ.) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Hogan, Inez Dutton 
ABOUT CHARLIE $1.50 


Charlie, the dog in the pet shop window, and Christopher, the boy who ran errands 
and worked hard so that he could take Charlie home, were determined to get together. How 
they did in spite of Christopher's chicken pox and Charlie's escape from the pet shop makes 
@ simple and even story for young children. Another in thefead Jo Me series, this appeal- 
ing book has the charming sketches by the author on each alternate page in black and white. 
Board binding with music and a story-song about Christopher and Charlie on end papers. 
Large type and easy words for first readers. Board covers. (3/2) 


Hall, William Knopf 
THE WALKING HAT : $1.50 


A glorified comic, just in time for Easter, in a successful nonsense tale by the 
author of Christmas Pony. Philomena, the hen, brooded so over her unsatisfied yearning for 
an Easter hat, that for a whole year she neglected her duty to lay eggs for the Rugglis. 
Then, with the aid of a high wind and the goat, Bolitho, Philomena gets her hat- and the 
Rugglis get their egg. The illustrations by Kurt Wiese are very uneven; most of the margin- 
al line drawings are amusing and characteristic; most of the doublespreads in color are 
cheap and out of scale and not too successfully reproduced. (Board and cloth) (3/13) 
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Macmillan 


Creekmore, Raymond 
THE LITTLE SKIPPER $2.00 

Lee and his mother and father take a cruise in a sailboat from Long Island Sound 
to Nantucket through the Cape Cod Canal to Provincetown and home. Lee himself tells the 
story of the voyage, with the account of sights on the way and his lessons on managing 4 
sailboat. The simple, chatty little narrative, however, is just a background for the litho- 
graphs by the author which tell the story of the voyage. Young children from the kindergar- 
ten age up who love boats and the sea will envy Lee as he is allowed to take the tiller, 
sightsees on the islands and watches the porpoises in the Cape Cod canal. This should have 
@ good sale with the boating enthusiasts. Cloth binding with full page illustrations on | 
alternate pages and end papers decorated with a map of the trip. (3/28) 


Dobbs, Rose Random House 
ONCE UPON A TIME: Twenty Cheerful Tales To Read and Tell $2.00 


* An enchanting collection of familiar old folk fables and stories of nature, ani- 
mals and people, how-and-why stories and “tales just for fun.” Most of the stories are re- 
told by Rose Dobbs in a simple, gentle style, fresh with no cloying whimsicality. There 
are delightful translations and original stories by other authors. Excellent bed time read- 
ing with the stories short but with dramatic values and a gay charm. Good material for 
story telling too. (4/10) 


Tireman, Loyd University of New Mexico Press 
3 TOES $1.25 


3 Toes, the wily coyote, tricks the cowboys, makes a meal of poor Jack Rabbit, 
eats Rancher Brown's dinner and crosses tracks to keep Towser the dog circling round and 
round the mesa. Luxurious illustrations in light tan, purple and black in stylized blocks 
of solid color and sly sketches of the crafty 3 Toes and his bewildered victims. The hand- 
some format and typography of this compact board-bound book heighten the value of the enter- 
taining nature story adapted by Evelyn Yrisarri. (3/1) 


Walpole, Ellen Wales Franklin Watts 
A FIRST BOOK ABOUT GOD $1.50 


The concept of God explained in terms of the child's own emotional experience-- 
the warm, happy feeling associated with parents’ love, fun at playtime, the protective, 
kindly impulse toward a toy animal, the exhileration of being in the beautiful outdoors, 4 
and the feeling of satisfaction one feels after being good. God is everywhere as 4 parent, 
companion, creator of the world, and helper. Anger, fright and unpleasant feelings come i | 
only when one forgets God. Although this last suggestion of moral compulsion may have some 
theological undertones, the book on the whole is a satisfactory presentation of a difficult 
concept in terms the fundamentalists will wholeheartedly approve. Almost inevitably, there 
are times when the text gets a bit stickily sentimental, but in the main this is avoided by 
holding to a very simple conception in the child's own terms. The text is easy and smooth 
for reading aloud with rhythmic repetition and simple progression of ideas. Illustrations 
of children at play indoors and outdoors in color and wash by Mary Lee Pollock. Bound in 
cloth. (2/24) 


Moon, Grace and Carl Albert Whitman 
ONE LITTLE INDIAN $2.00 


This is a sprightly enough story of a Navajo Indian boy for primary readers and 
those in the pre-kindergarten and kindergarten group. Ah-di's mother promises him a sur- 
prise on his fourth birthday. Ah-di's hunt for his surprise brings him something he wanted 
very much, 4s well as presents from his relatives. This is a simple story, and the four- 
year old hero may not appeal to the sophisticate in the first or second grade. However, the 
writing is not dull and blessedly free of whimsey. Pleasant wash drawings in color and 
black and white, and large type. Cloth binding with paper paste-on. (Publ.) 
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Bonner, M. G. Knopf 


WINNING DIVE $2.00 


The summer camp set may enjoy the shenanigans that go on at Camp Greatlake, a 
camp for boys. Practical jokes of the pie-bed order, inter-camp and cabin rivalries, and 
monkey-shines in and out of the water enliven the slight story about an important diving 
contest, a redeemed bully and a good fellow who wins for the team despite family pressure. 


aa in appeal chiefly to those in the know about camp. Illustrations by Bob Meyers. 
3/13 


Sellew, Catherine Little, Brown 
ADVENTURES WITH THE GIANTS $2.50 


This simplified version of the tales of the Norse gods is an attempt to dramatize 
legends which are, in the main unfamiliar to most children of this age. Unfortunately in 
retelling the stories of the adventures of Odin, his wife Frigga, Thor the thunder god and 
Loki the mischief maker, the author has sacrificed the background material which would help 
the child distinguish between fairy stories, folk legends, and stories valued in his own 
religion. An introductory explanation is definitely needed here for the setting is vaguely 
realized. Also there may be some question about the selection of stories, since many fa- 
vorite legends have been excluded, and the characters although simplified for this age 
group have lost some of the vitality of personality they showed even in Bulfinch. However, 
the stories still make good reading, and the illustrations in color and black and white 
contribute atmosphere and dignity. (3/20) 


Brown, Eleanor F. Messner 
A HORSE FOR PETER $2700 $0 


Peter's family could not afford a horse, and when a beautiful black stallion is 
brought to the farm next door, Peter, crippled by an accident in which he rescued a littie 
girl from death, transfers all his affection for horses to this one animal. How Peter is 
responsible for the horse's sale and how the townspeople help Peter, make an implausible 
but pleasant tale. Peter's family are understanding and generous, and Peter is a model boy 
in all respects- perhaps too much so. However, with the plenteous information about Tenn- 
essee Walkers, horse shows, and adoring descriptions of the black stallion, Peter's pre- 
cocious nobility should be no hindrance to enthusiastic reading for horse lovers. (4/24) 


Renick, Marion Scribner 
THE SHINING SHOOTER $2.25 


** Not since the Renick team's Jommy Carries the Ball (and there have been good ones, 
too, in the whole of this games series) has there been so surely successful a book as this 
new one. So far as I know, it is first in its field - a rattling good story about shooting 
marbles,plus the eternally fascinating subject of “magic”. It is essentially a first rate 
yarn, as Charles- later known as Tip - gets himself unexpectedly a job as boy assistant to 
@& magician - and learns some of the tricks of the trade. Second - it is a story of compar- 
ative play, as Tip acquires the marbles he yearned for, and learns to play sufficiently 
well to qualify for the city-wide championship. That he fails is one of the strengths of 
the story. But in the process, there's sound how-to-improve-your-game information which 
small boys everywhere will devour. Tip is a very real youngster, with bad faults - and he 
learns the hard way, and makes good friends in the process. (3/27) 


Baker, Margaret Baker Whittlesey House 
HOMER THE TORTOISE $2.00 


An engaging bit of whimsey about a tortoise who talks, this airy nonsense set in 
England should appeal to those who loved 4lice in Wonderland and like animals who have 
something to say. Homer, rescued from a pet shop by Lettice, the middle Brown girl, en- 
joys reading the Times and has had the benefit of a classical English education in Homer's 
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native Greece. Naturally his superior intelligence aids the Brown girls - Dulcibella, 
Lettice and Mouse - in solving their own and their neighbors’ problems and wins for Homer 
fame and a ribbon for winning a race against a Shetland pony and some greyhounds. While 
no Mr. Toad, the Homer creation is a beguiling addition to the gallery of sophisticated, 
articulate animals in literature. Witty illustrations by Leo Bates. (3/15) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN - Non-Fiction 


Buck, Margaret Waring Abingdon-Cokesbury 
IN WOODS AND FIELDS $3 .00-cloth 
$1.75-paper 


This handbook of nature study offers a casual and delightful approach to nature 
walks. Grouped by seasons in which the animals, birds, insects, and flowers may best be 
seen, the brief paragraphs about the appearance and activities of the animals and the lo- 
cale of the plants are simply and lucidly written. The drawings that accompany the text 
are delicate and detailed-too bad they are not in color! However, this is still a good 
buy. There should be some demand for the paper edition from summer camps and schools. 


(3/6) 


Lau, Josephine Sanger Abingdon-Cokesbury 
THE STORY OF JOSEPH $2.00 


This retelling of the story of Joseph adapted from the Old Testament is a super- 
ior piece of work in its restrained style and dramatic development. The story follows the 
adventures of Joseph, the proud favorite son of Jacob, through conflicts with his brothers 
who are jealous of his father's favor and distrust his withdrawn pride, through slavery in 
Egypt to his final high position as High Treasurer to the Pharaoh and his reunion with the 
brothers who sold him into slavery. The dreams and prophecies of Joseph are quietly woven 
into the story with no attempt to over-dramatize their mysterious quality. The dialogue, 
while not authentic in the words used, has a “long ago” flavor. Traditional illustrations 
in black and white by Edward and Stephani Godwin. (Publ.) 


O'Neill, Hester McKay 
PICTURE STORY OF HAWAII $2.50 


This collection of scraps of information about Hawaii has the breezy over-simpli- 
fied style of a travelogue, which in its cursory treatment of the subject reminds the read- 
er of the unreality of a technicolor travelogue. However, in the wide range of subjects 
covered-holiday customs, peoples, geography, government, and history- there is enough mat- 
ter here for background material in geography studies. One could wish that the point of 
view were not that of a tourist, but the author has caught the beauty and serenity of the 
islands themselves. Illustrations (which we have not seen) by Ursula Koering. (April) 


Zim, Herbert S. Morrow 
FROGS AND TOADS $2.00 


* Although some parents may shudder at the section devoted to the home-made aquar- 
ium, adults and children alike will be fascinated by this latest Zim nature study about 
frogs and toads. With graphic sketches and diagrams and lucid prose, the author outlines 
the life cycle of frogs and toads- mating, metamorphosis through egg, tadpole, and adult 
phase, and hibernation. There is also copious information concerning feeding habits, 
physiology and classifications, and the care of frogs and toads as pets. A fine addition 


i to this series, especially valuable for schools, libraries and camps. (2/28) 
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Special Note on "First" Books Franklin Watts 
Each $1.50 


The following books, the latest in this series, are eye-catchers because of 
attractive format and cheerful tllustrations mostly in color and wash. The books are 
Sturdy, bound in cloth with foil and ink stamp. It is unfortunate that in most of these 
books, including the group below, the text and format are often slanted toward a younger 
age group than the subject coverage would indicate, but the presentation of the varied 
subjects 1s vigorous and entertaining. 


Brewster, Benjamin 
THE FIRST BOOK OF BASEBALL 


A comprehensive handbook of baseball for the young spectator consisting of simp- 
lified-explanations of baseball terminology, play and team organization. The variety of 
the subjects treated- line-ups, scoring, the league system, types of batting and pitching, 
and difficult plays- rescues this manual from the rulebook approach to an intricate and 
highly developed game. This is best for a child with enough visual knowledge of the game 
to sustain an interest in the fundamentals which might irritate the junior fan who knows 
his batting averages. On the whole an interesting baseball handbook written simply; 
strictly for beginners. Bright four-color illustrations by Jeanne Bendick. (5/1) 


Brewster, Benjamin 
THE FIRST BOOK OF COWBOYS 


This is one of the best books we have seen about cowboys and their work. The 
text, covering ranch life, a cowboy's various jobs, his gear, horses, and his songs and 
stories, is simple and lively at the same time. Diagrams aid in explaining cowboy clothes 
and tack, and handsome sketches in black and white by William Moyers enliven the text. 

A “must” for the insatiable cowboy market, as well as a valuable addition to the supple- 
mentary reading list in schools. (2/24) 


McMeekin, Isabel McLennan 
THE FIRST BOOK ABOUT BABIES ALL OVER THE WORLD 


A book about babies - how they learn, what they eat, how they play, and how they 
change as they grow older, by the author of Aentucky Derby. There are glimpses of Dutch, 
African, Indian and Eskimo babies, all responding differently to dissimilar environments, 
but all appealing, happy babies. A pleasant, informative book for a child with a new baby 
in the house. Delicately illustrated in color and wash by Marguerite Scott. (4/1) 


Taber, Gladys 
THE FIRST BOOK OF CATS 


* Concise information about care and feeding of cats with some references to cats 
in history and a few testimonial anecdotes together with sensitive sketches of the proud 
self-sufficient animals makes a sure-fire combination to intrigue both the cat cultists and 
those who admire from a safe distance. This book has everything mentioned above, plus a 
lucid text for children. The fine illustrations in color and wash by Bob Kuhn should make 
this a stand out seller. By the author of [specially Spaniels and The First Book of Dogs. 


(2/24) 
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Lochlions, Colin Crowell 
SQUEEZE PLAY $2.25 


Mike Pavelec was a Polish boy who expressed his well-justified fear of authority 
from the first moment he entered the ninth grade of Lincoln High by defiantly breaking 
rules and being aggressively individualistic on the baseball team. A kindly coach, a syn- 
pathetic teacher and his loquacious friend Rod help him to understand teamwork. There are 
many admirable elements in this book- for one thing the extensive representation of various 
linguistic groups in the school with the emphasis on teamwork. But the precocious monolo- 
gues of Rod weighted with psychiatric terminology, and the sententious wisdom of coach and 
teacher pull the story to a standstill that even descriptions of the baseball games and 


some playing hints cannot remedy. (4/16) 


Felsen, Henry Gregor Dutton 
DAVEY LOGAN, INTERNE $2.50 


A warm-hearted career story by the author of the Bertie books. The plot follows 
the familiar pattern of a young doctor's progress from an impersonal technician to a humble 
humanitarian with a mission in life. Davey Logan, a country boy, had a stubborn set to his 
jaw, a quick temper and an aloofness which did not win him friends. In his work as interne, 
however, and his contact with people who depend on him, Davey remembers the advice he had 
had from an older doctor to be interested in his patients as human beings rather than as 
"cases", and returns to the country where he is so urgently needed. A little romance, some 
horseplay and a good story make this pleasant reading for this age, and the medical detail 
is unobtrusive but accurate. Good career book. (3/2) 


Lambert, Janet Dutton 
CONFUSION - BY CUPID $2.25 


Ad the archaic title suggests, this latest Lambert could easily double as a li- 
bretto for a Mozart opera with its roster of characters in thé same age group united in 
the determination to pair off with the most suitable person of the opposite sex and to do 
this with a maximum of intellectual and emotional strain. Actually, this is a beguiling 
book, mostly because of the author's understanding of her teen-age characters in which 
there is no condescension, no patronizing.’ This time seventeen-year-old Alice Jordan is 
the heroine and calmer-of-troubled-waters in the Jordan household. In the midst of the 
confusion of her brother Peter's “drag” trouble at West Point, her sister Gwenn's run- 
away marriage with a former child star of the movies, and earnest attentions from Bobby 
Parrish, brother of Alice's friend Tippy, Alice finds that achieving a sane and mature 
point of view toward love and life in general is not easy. However, all ends happily with 
each anxious young man paired off with “the right girl for him". The dialogue is spark- 
ling and natural, and girls who have followed the adventures of characters who appear in 
this book in previous stories will not be disappointed here. The author's judgment of 
Gwenn‘s marriage is kindly and mild, but there should be no doubt in the reader's mind 
that the marriage of two constitutionally unstable people is a "special case”. Girls 
should love this story of teen-age love troubles. (@/17) 


Bee, Clair Grosset & Dunlap 
HOOP CRAZY $.75 


Another Chip Hilton :port story written in tabloid journalese. This time Chip as 
e member of the Big Red basketoall team, quiets the dissension in the team resulting from 
the invasion of a Mr. Baxter, supposed one-hand-shot artist in the town. Chip also becomes 
involved in a scandal concerning his father's pottery business and unmasks the villain.There 
is copious basketball action in this sports-mystery story. Routine but harmless. (Publ.) 
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Deringer, Helen Fern Harcourt, Brace 
DEBBIE OF THE GREEN GATE $2.50 


* Again the author vitalizes the Mayflower story with a portrait of one of the pil- 
grim families- the Endicotts. Fifteen-year-old Debbie came with her family to Leyden, Hol- 
land, and religious freedom. Through Debbie's adventures there- skating on the canals, out- 
witting two English spies, making friends with a Spanish-Jewish family, the Fortezas, and 
wandering about the old city- Debbie hears of the plan of the English group to go to the 
new world. It is kindly Grandmother Forteza who helps Debbie resolve her doubts about go- 
ing to the new world, and inspired by her father's bravery and courage, Debbie leaves for 
America. This is a fine historical novel with sprightly dialogue of an authentic Eliza- 
bethan flavor, a vivacious, real heroine, and with the accurate historical detail so care- 
fully woven into the story that the illusion is well sustained. Excellent background read- 
ing. Charming black and white sketches by Edward Godwin. (2/23/50) 


Carmer, Carl Knopf 
WINDFALL FIDDLE $2.50 


Boys worked harder for things they wanted in the days when Carl Carmer was grow- 
ing up in a small up-state New York town. And this story of Bob, who thought he was going 
to get the violin he wanted the easy way, is a might-be-true story of another small boy 
growing up. At first, luck comes too easily his way- then he learns that soap wrapper prem- 
iums aren't all the ads say. But his desire is fired, and painfully, with successive set- 
backs due to his own thoughtlessness, or his faith in get-rich-quick plans, he acquires the 
$20 he needs to buy the violin that he was using on loan. There's a good picture of small 
town life, the excitement of the circus, adventures along the Erie Canal, the County Fair. 
As a story it somehow does not hold a sense of pace, but it has regional values and reason- 
ably good characterizations. Ill'd by Arthur Conrad in unprepossessing line drawings. (4/10) 


Meek, Col. S. P. Knopf 
HANS, A DOG OF THE BORDER PATROL $2.50 


The vocation of the hero and the breed of the dog change, but Colonel Meek's ca- 
reer-and-dog stories have a stolid sameness of plot and characterizations. Chet Hillyard 
is sent on a special assignment for the U.S. Border Patrol, an organization formed to pre- 
vent illegal smuggling of aliens across the border (operating in this case through the 
South). After an exciting chase, capture and escape with the help of his boxer, Hans, Chet 
aids in the arrest of an international smuggler and saboteur. The author has compiled an 
appendix of information concerning the Border Patrol and careers in that service. (2/20) 


Coombs, Charles Lantern Press 
TEEN-AGE CHAMPION SPORT STORIES $2.50 


This collection of seventeen sport stories by a writer for boys is another in 
this series of slight stories manufactured to please the sports fan. Each story is built 
around a play-by-play report of a part of a game, and the games vary- basketball, baseball, 
football and some less popular games and sports such as pole vaulting, skiing and bob- 
sledding. The stories are mostly of the courage-in-battle-triumphant-over-aversity order, 
with routine characters, but a collection of this sort always has merchandise value for 
"the boy who does not care for reading". The two new titles in the series do not live up 
to previous levels. (3/20) 


Owen, Frank- £d. Lantern Press 
TEEN-AGE VICTORY PARADE $2.50 


More stories by writers of slick fiction for boys. Again the emphasis is on - 
sports- baseball, fishing, riding, etc.- and on "stout fellow” sportsmanship. This collec- 
tion has more humor of the elephantine sort associated with brief sport sketches and while 
not particularly funny, has a manly air of which the rugged outdoor young man will approve. 


(3/20) 
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Porter, Ella Williams Macmillan 
THE WIND IS IN THE WEST $2.50 


This story of a ranch family in Arizona and a sixteen-year-old “dude” will have 
more appeal as a family story than as a western. Although Ann Jeffries rides and attends 
rodeos with her father's friends, the Longs, the story is mostly concerned with Ann‘s ef- 
forts to win the friendship of the sullen Kay and her shy twin, Kim, both Ann's age. Also 
the Longs have money troubles, and Ann yearning for the family life that she has never had 
as the motherless daughter of a traveling engineer aids her in helping the family which 
has been so kind to her. Rather elementary in plot and characterizations for this age but 


Pleasant enough. (3/28) 
ry? 


Macrae -Smith 


Phelps, Margaret 
GARD AND GOLDEN BOY $2.50 
Gard Wakefield, thirteen years old and a city tenderfoot, visits his Uncle Rod- 
ney's Arizona ranch while his parents are in Europe. Homesick and lonely, Gard fights 
against his desire to run away when he feels he can never belong although he pleads ardent- 
ly for ea horse of his own. However, Gard adores the lean foreman, Herb, and is overjoyed 
when he wins the confidence of a golden palomino rescued froma ditch. Eventually Gard is 
given the horse for himself through a happy coincidence. This is not so satisfactory as 
Toby on the Sheep Ranch. Gard seems unusually unstable and sheltered and that his moody 
outbursts of anger and self pity are the result of loneliness is not made sufficiently 
obvious. However, the story is horsy enough for the western fans, and the demanding horse 


story addicts. (4/17) 


Fenner, Phyllis R.- éd. Franklin Watts 
COWBOYS, COWBOYS, COWBOYS $2.50 


* This collection of seventeen short stories makes a sparkling companion volume to 
Horses, Horses, Horses with the same large range appeal including selections by such wri- 
ters as Will James and Charles L. Skelton familiar to adults, and selections by well-known 
juvenile authors as Lavinia R. Davis, Kate Seredy, Adolph Regli and Glen Rounds. The stor- 
ies touch the most dramatic aspects of cowboy life from the galloping and shouting on the 
range at roundups and rodeos to the soft songs and solitary musings of a cowboy alone with 
his horse. These are superior stories with mature characterizations and thrilling yarns. 
With the handsome illustrations in black and white by Manning deV. Lee this book catches 
the vitality and flavor of the cowboy legend. (2/24) 


Regli, Adolph Franklin Watts 
PARTNERS IN THE SADDLE $2.00 


A superior western set in 1877 in the Texas Panhandle region. Fourteen-year-old 
Kemp whose father owns the.Crown W Ranch, and his cousin, twelve-year-old Peter, are in- 
itiated into the strenuous cycle of ranching- line riding, calf branding, bog riding- as 
well as a trial by fire in battles with Indian tribes resisting confinement on the reser- 
vations. The episodic story is fired with fast, hard action realized through an unosten- 
tatious but thorough knowledge of ranch life, cowboys and the great plains of the West. 


(February ) 
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Beeler, Nelson F. & Branley, Franklyn M. Crowell 
MORE EXPERIMENTS IN SCIENCE $2.50 


* This book of experiments by the authors of Experiments in Science and Experiments 
in Electricity should be a hit with readers of junior high school age. In the wide variety 
of simple, interesting problems in the physical and biological sciences the materials need- 
ed for the experimentation are simple and easily obtained. Best of all, each activity is 
related to familiar mechanical and natural phenomena - compasses and magnets, helicopters, 
roots and soil, the wind, and color are some of the subjects discussed - so that the ex- 
periments take on significance rather than being merely stunts in science. A very worth- 
while supplementary book for schools and libraries. Illustrated by A. W. Revell. (March) 


Lenn, Lottie Helen and Reardon Mary A. Dutton 
POPE PIUS XII, ROCK OF PEACE $2.50 


An appreciative biography of Eugenio Pacelli, elected Pius XII in 1939. The bio- 
graphy reviews his early scholarly life in the study of Canon Law, his ordination and pro- 
gression in eminence to the title of Cardinal in 1929, after which he became Secretary of 
State to the Vatican and Arch-Priest of Saint Peter's. As Cardinal, Pacelli made many trips | 
abroad and his activities are reported upon in detail. There are mnay descriptions of grand | 
processions and ceremonies when he is elected Pope and some attention is given the Papal 
proclamations. This is less of an objective portrait and more of a clarification of the 
organization of the Papal state and the offices of the Pope in relation to church practice. 
For Catholic children. (3/2) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Cooper, Louise Field Harper 
THE BOYS FROM SHARON $2.75 


Told from the adult point of view, this delicately realized comedy of a week's 
visit of two boys, eight and eleven, to a dull and patterned household of three adults 
should appeal to those who like their humor light and airy along with a good story. After 
confounding and confusing the household with efforts to adjust themselves to a group ig- 
norant of the ways of children and causing all sorts of amusing situations, the boys leave, 
to everyone's great relief. Good fun. (Full report on P. 68) (3/29) 


Walker, David Houghton, Mifflin 
GEORDIE 7 $2.50 


"Wee" Geordie, tired of that nickname, subscribes to a physical culture course, 
attains six foot five of solid brawn and an Olympic championship along with some badly 
needed advice about women from the laird for whom he worked as gamekeeper. Plenty of © 
Scotch talk and doings told with the author's genuine love of the Scotch temperament at 
its most delightful. Fresh, gay humor. (Full report on P. 71) (3/23) 


Coatsworth, Blizabeth Macmillan 
THE CAPTAIN'S DAUGHTER $2.00 


This aims for- and fails to reach- that difficult market when romance takes prece- 
dence over adventure but adventure is still wanted. Janet, sensitive and susceptible daugh- 
ter of a sea captain in New England's days of sailing ships and trade with the Orient, is 
suffering from a bad case of adolescent love. Her father, disapproving of her choice of 
wastrel Alan, goes high-handed, and arbitrarily takes her to sea with him on his next voy- 
age. At the moment of departure, Janet's do or die attitude is shaken by awakening to the 
fact that love's path is not always smooth, as she learns of her sister Lydia's disillu- 
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sionment (an episode more or less dragged in by the tail). Fortunately, the voyage offers 
not only a succession of rather facile and glib adventures, but opportunity to test a 
"broken heart” against two likely suitors. Home again, Janet finds her heart isn't broken 
after all, and that the childhood friend offers a much better chance of happiness than the 
late-lamented Alan. Pleasantly feminine in style, but a contrived and unconvincing plot, 
emotionally far removed from problems of today's girls. (4/14) 
1g 
Whitney, Phyllis " McKay 
LINDA'S HOMECOMING $2.50 


* The author of Willow Hill with her penetrating understanding of the problems of 
young people and her gift for projecting real characters, is concerned here with the pro- 
blem of adjustment facing a young person on the re-marriage of one parent after the death 
of the other. Linda Hollis remembered her father with adoration and love. As native New 
Yorkers, together they had explored and loved the big city in spite of the preference of 
Linda's mother for the life of a small town. Two years after her father's death Linda's 
mother marries a man in a small town who has two children;- ae girl Linda's age and a ten- 
year-old boy. When Linda is forced to come to Centerdale, she is bitter, angry and is 
conscious of the resentment of her step-brother and sister, her “superiority” in being 4 
New Yorker in a small town, and the obvious comparison with the gay happy-hearted man her 
father was with the solemn, quiet step-father. However, Linda begins to realize that no 
one can live as a self-sufficient entity, that there are responsibilities in human relation- 
ships which one cannot ignore - demands from those who love you as well as those who are 
unhappy and trying to make adjustments too. The adapting of Linda and her new family is 
slow, involving amusing and almost tragic incidents, but Linda's adjustment is natural and 
real to the'reader. An intelligent, absorbing novel. J.L.G. (April) 


Johnson, Enid Messner 
COWGIRL KATE $2.50 


This is one of those much abused- and much discussed- books written for teen 
agers. The title sets the key- as it is a story of a girl brought up by her father and 
the cow hands - and of the painful process of growing up to be a woman. Somehow the story 
limps at both ends, while the main substance is excellent- with some new angles. All in 
& rush, at the start, Kate acquires a city-bred step-mother, whose qualities she cannot see 
for the jealousy that devours her; loses her father in a ranch accident; and finds that the 
ranch is on the verge of bankruptcy. This telescoped rush of events over, Kate settles in- 
to a campaign of hate - intolerance- and failure, and then runs away from it all by join- 
ing a rodeo troupe. Eventually, after some hard knocks, she and three other girls and an 
older, chance-encountered woman, return to the ranch- take over and make a go of it- and 
of course, in the end love conquers all - and Kate finds she is a woman as well as a good 
cowhand. (4/24) 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Baker, Nina Brown Harcourt, Brace 
NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM $2.50 


The biographer of Lenin has chosen another world figure in Theodor Herzl, great 
Jewish leader. The establishment of the state of Israel has thrown into sharp focus the 
struggles--physical, spiritual and financial - which gave it birth. Herzl's vision of a 
free state for dispossessed people - the saga of his years of suffering, hard work and in- 
trigue, makes inspiring reading for young people who will recognize the parallels in simi- 
lar historic struggles for freedom. The personal details of Herzl‘'s life are passed over 
cursorily in favor of the record of diplomacy,- his career as leader of the Zionist organ- 
ization established to bring about his dream of the Jewish state. As its accepted leader, 
Herzl pursued lethargic and self-seeking rulers and diplomats, in the cobweb of Europe's 
politics. He did not live to see his plans materialize but his efforts found their frui- 
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Woods, Ralph- éd. Macmillan 
A SECOND TREASURY OF THE FAMILIAR $5.00 


This collection of memorable and representative prose and poetry is one of the 
big, big anthologies that are always welcome for casual browsing. Prose from F.D.R. and 
Ernie Pyle to Ulysses S. Grant, Harriet Beecher Stowe and Lewis Carroll. Representative 
English and American poetry with a topping of Ogden Nash and Don Marquis. There is some- 
thing here for all tastes - a help with schoolwork, too. (Full report on P. 89) (4/4) 


Williams, Beryl and Epstein, Samuel Messner 
THE GREAT HOUDINI, MAGICIAN EXTRAORDINARY $2.75 


* A mature and intelligent biography of one of the most fabulous personalities in 
the history of the stage - the greatest escape artist of all time and specialist in mass _ 
illusion. Houdini, born Ehrlich Weiss in Appleton, Wisconsin, performer in traveling shows 
at the age of twelve, apprentice to a locksmith, and handcuff "escape artist” in the days 
of “museum” shows and beer halls, finally hit the big time with his wife as a partner in 
1899. Then came a series of European tours, return to the States and fame. Audiences 
gasped as Houdini extricated himself from padlocked milk cans submerged in water, the most 
baffling strait jackets, handcuffs and fetters made by the finest craftsmen in Europe and 
America, and the vaults and cells of any prison accepting Houdini's dramatic challenge. 
The vaudeville audiences watched spellbound while this humorless, arrogant man made ele- 
phants disappear into thin air, passed himself though brick walls, and repeatedly achieved 
the impossible. Through this life story the personality of Houdini emerges as a cool, 
brilliant technician with remarkable physical and intellectual courage, but no supernatur- 
al being as he was believed by some to be. Young people and adults will race to the end 
of the book where some of Houdini's escape tricks are explained. The whole family will 
want to read this one. (4/24/50) 


Stern, Bill Messner 
$2.00 cloth 


BILL STERN'S SPORTS QUIZ BOOK $1.00 paper 


These 2000 sports questions and answers should fill the bill for sports clubs, 
camps and the sports-minded. The famous sportscaster includes football, baseball, golf, 
basketball, hockey, boxing, skiing, tennis and other games in his round-up of favorite 
sports. There is also chatter about featured players, managers, coaches and trainers. 

A terse, broadcasting style for a wide family appeal. (Full report on P. 85) (3/20) 


Bates, Marston Scribner 
THE NATURE OF NATURAL HISTORY $3.50 


A careful and comprehensive but concise view of natural history beginning with 
@ brief summary of the structural divisions of plants and animals, their modes of repro- 
duction and development. After an extensive discussion of animate and inanimate factors 
which influence and determine survival, the author investigates the subject of evolution. 
The last section is concerned with naturalists and the scientific methods. For the young 
person who has outgrown the "baby" nature books and for supplementary reading in schools. 
A sprightly, readable text. (Full report on P. 87) (3/27) 
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Tilden, Bill Simon & Schuster 
$2.75 Cloth 
HOW TO PLAY BETTER TENNIS $1.00 Paper 


The veteran tennis player here discusses tennis as a science, with his own the- 
ories on play, emphasizing a thoughtful, controlled game as opposed to a slap-dash power 
game. Also estimates of today's players and tomorrow's players. Gym teachers should 
appreciate the disciplined method outlined here and the young tennis player will find 
some helpful advice. (Full report on P. 86) (3/24) 


Fraser, Helen Whittlesey House 
ASSIGNMENT IN MODELING . $3,,00 


The profession of modeling is undoubtedly over-glamorized here, so beware of the 
glib predictions of an unusually lucrative career in an over-crowded field, exciting clo- 
thes and a gay luxurious life. There are some helpful hints about qualifications, types 
of special jobs and wholesale and retail modeling etc., but this is hardly a realistic 
study of a career to which too many young girls aspire. (Full report on P. 83) (3/6) 


BOOKS FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Ernst, Margeret S. Knopf 
WORDS: English Roots and How They Grew $2.00 


Originally published in 1937, reprinted four times, and now revised - here is a 
book that should make teaching spelling, fun. Here and there, a ten or eleven year old 
might pick it up just for the fun of a new adventure in words. But in the main, it is a 
boo: that opens new doors to the teacher who has always taught the old way of spelling 
lists. There's a good deal of historical background material on the nations and the part 
language has played in building the English language we know. There's important intro- 
ductory material on learning to use a dictionary. There's a sense of game throughout in 
the tests and puzzles and challenges to use what you've learned about how words are made. 
Good introduction to one of the fascinating hobbies - the story of words. (3/13) 


Stern, Edith M. & A. A. Wyn 
Castendyck, Elsa THE HANDICAPPED CHILD $2.00 


An excellent book on this subject, giving specific recommendations for the pro- 
per technique to be used in a variety of cases- blindness, deafness, epilepsy, cerebral 
palsy, to mention a few of the handicaps disoussed- always with the emphasis on the need 
for giving the child a sense of security above all else with participation and self-re- 
liance necessary for the child's healthy mental outlook. This book offers sound practical 
advice along with psychological insight. (Full report on P. 87) (3/27) 





